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Abstract—This study examined the reception of the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) using Jauss' literary 

reception theory, focusing on how readers from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds interpret 

biographical prose fiction. Employing a mixed-method approach, this research involved 145 students from 

universities in Indonesia, including Manado State University, Makassar State University, Republic of 

Indonesia Teachers Association Wiranegara University, and Timor University. Data were collected through 

surveys with both qualitative and quantitative elements and analyzed using Jamovi and NVivo software. 

Findings revealed that factors such as personal experience, historical context, and generational differences 

shape how readers interpret the novel. The majority of readers (58%) brought preset expectations, aligning 

with the concept of the readers' horizon of expectations. While most readers felt emotionally connected to the 

characters, younger readers struggled to personally identify with them due to a lack of direct experience with 

the historical context. Nonetheless, universal themes like love and sacrifice resonated strongly. This research 

supports the SDGs by enriching literary literacy studies in historical and cultural contexts and promoting 

literary accessibility for diverse reader groups. 

 

Index Terms—biographical novels, literary reception, politics, socio-culture, students 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Among other aspects of character building, teaching literature to students can be done by presenting them with 

literary readings, such as novels. Indeed, literature plays a huge role in reflecting human experience, history, and 

cultural and environmental values (Juanda & Azis, 2023; Liu et al., 2024). Biographical novels, for example, not only 

present the life stories of influential figures but also build narratives that can shape the way readers perceive the events 

and characters written about (Hiidenmaa et al., 2024; Riveiro, 2022). Because they offer insights into the nation's 

history, individual struggles, and inspirational values, stories that depict the life journeys of national figures often 

receive widespread attention. One example of these kinds of stories is Habibie & Ainun (2010), a novel that tells the 

story of the journey of love and intellectual struggle of B.J. Habibie and his wife, Ainun, which not only touches on 

personal aspects but also has relevance in Indonesia's social and political landscape. 

Readers from diverse backgrounds have interpreted Habibie & Ainun (2010) in different ways. Experience, 

knowledge, and the surrounding social context shape readers’ interpretations of literary works (Juanda et al., 2024). In 

the reception theory developed by Hans Robert Jauss, the meaning of a work is not fixed but changes according to the 

reader's expectation horizon. Therefore, the novel can be interpreted differently by the generation that experienced 

Habibie's leadership firsthand compared to the generation that only knows him through popular literature or media. This 

shows that literary reception studies are important to understanding how texts are understood and appreciated in various 

social and cultural contexts (Adugna, 2025; Li et al., 2025; Vizcaíno, 2025). 
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In the digital era, access to literature is widening, and the reception of literary works is no longer limited to academic 

criticism or print media reviews. Nowadays, it includes reader responses on social media and digital platforms. The 

novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) experienced a surge in popularity after it was adapted into a movie, further expanding 

the scope of its audience and potentially influencing how the novel was interpreted. In this context, it is important to 

explore how readers from different age groups and social backgrounds responded to the novel, both before and after its 

film adaptation. This study provides insight into how Indonesians receive biographical literature and the extent to which 

it influences public understanding of national figures. 

Recent research on literary reception shows readers interact with literary works through evolving media and 

technology. The narrative presented by the literary work influences the reader's evaluation of the quality and 

consistency of the story, which then affects their enjoyment of the text. This is reflected in studies showing that the 

experience of “narrative transportation” increases positive evaluations of literary works and potentially increases the 

desire to share the text with others (Soto-Sanfiel et al., 2025). In addition, authors such as Evgenii Evtushenko’s use of 

Cuban-themed poetry deepened the understanding of international relations, particularly during the Cold War, 

demonstrating how literary works reflect and influence political discourse (Musachio, 2025). On the other hand, with 

the development of digital technology, literary analysis is now driven by data-driven approaches and visualizations that 

allow readers and researchers to explore literary texts from a more in-depth perspective. For example, the development 

of the emotion lens as an interactive visual analytics tool allows users to perform more efficient emotional analysis on 

large literary texts (Wang et al., 2025). This tool helps bridge the relationship between text, emotion, and other literary 

attributes, providing a new way to understand literary works in a digital context. This research relates to works that 

address digital genres, such as fan fiction built through social networks and fandom communities. Here, readers interact 

with texts more informally and from the bottom up, which distinguishes it from interactions with texts in more formal 

academic or publishing environments (Magnifico & Jones, 2025). Thus, technological developments expand access to 

literature and introduce new ways of appreciating and influencing literary reception through social media and web-

based platforms. 

Previous research has focused more on literary reception in the context of social media with traditional approaches 

without bringing the two elements together in a comprehensive framework. For example, studies on deepfakes and 

transportation narratives and analyses of Cuban-themed poetry in the context of Cold War politics have not integrated 

how social interactions within evolving online communities can influence readers' responses to literary texts. The 

present research fills this gap by linking the reception of literature through interactive discussions on social media 

platforms with the socio-political influences formed within the community of readers. The novelty of this research 

combines the analysis of literary narratives with an understanding of the responses of readers interacting in social media 

spaces, which examines readers' interactions with texts and how social and political contexts influence the way readers 

understand literary works. This research identifies how online fandom communities interact bottom-up, influencing the 

interpretation and dissemination of literary works that have not been widely explored in previous literary reception 

studies. 

This research aims to analyze readers’ reception of the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) using Jauss' reception theory 

approach to understand variations in meaning based on the horizon expectations of readers from different social 

backgrounds and generations. This research contributes to Indonesia’s 2035 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

including SDG 4: Quality Education, by enriching literacy studies and literary understanding in the context of 

Indonesian history and culture, thus supporting improving people's critical literacy. In addition, this research is also 

relevant to SDG 10: Reducing Inequality because it examines various groups of readers with different backgrounds 

receiving and interpreting the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) to provide insight into the accessibility of literature for 

various groups. Furthermore, this research supports SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions by exploring how 

literature plays a role in building historical awareness, national identity, and national values through the collective 

interpretation of the stories of important Indonesian figures. 

II.  LITERATURE REVIEW 

A.  Jauss’ Literary Reception 

Literary reception focuses on the understanding that interpretations of texts are not fixed but change over time and 

are influenced by social conditions, culture, and readers' experiences. Each reader brings a unique perspective that is 

influenced by their “horizon of expectations,” which is an understanding formed from their experiences and values 

(Alblooshi & Alasfour, 2025; Hjellbrekke et al., 2025). Therefore, how readers respond to literature depends on their 

socio-cultural background, which differs greatly from one generation to another. Over time, readers' expectations and 

understanding of a work can evolve according to social and cultural changes (Kuld et al., 2025; Musachio, 2025; Soto-

Sanfiel et al., 2025). For example, in literary studies, writers from upper-class and modern backgrounds are often 

resistance-oriented, while writers from more traditional lower-class backgrounds may support the status quo or 

occupation (Hjellbrekke et al., 2025; Xue, 2025). This suggests that the political orientation of authors influences the 

reception of literary works in society, both ideologically and in terms of broader social influences (Huang & Xia, 2025; 

Storni, 2025). 
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In addition, technology and digital media also influence literary reception, changing the way readers access, 

understand, and interact with texts. Digital platforms, such as e-book research and social media, provide readers with 

greater and faster access to literary works that allow them to engage in collective discussion and interpretation (Della 

Sala et al., 2025; Swetha & Aravind, 2025; Zhukova et al., 2025). Social media has created a space for readers to enrich 

their reading experience with multiple perspectives, as in research on the comprehension and appreciation of literature 

through multiple platforms (Marmorstein & Shor, 2025). For example, climate fiction, which uses narrative to influence 

emotions and social action, demonstrates how literary genres serve as a means of stimulating global discussions on 

important issues such as climate change and social inequality (Malecki et al., 2025). Thus, technological developments 

have changed the way we interact with literary works, expanding the possibilities of participating in social and cultural 

discourse through a more inclusive and dynamic medium. 

B.  Construction of Identity and Nationalism in Literature 

Literature plays an important role in shaping identity both individually and collectively, especially in the context of a 

country's nationality and history. Literary works utilizing narratives that describe struggles, values, and culture can 

strengthen a sense of nationality and unite readers in a shared awareness of identity. The characters in literary texts 

often become symbols of the collective journey of society. This reflects the challenges faced and the values upheld by 

the nation (Lewin, 2005; Pattee, 2024; Tosi et al., 2024). An analysis of reading culture in Finland found that readers 

who identify as part of a book-reading community show equality in how they appreciate literature that reflects the 

dynamics of cultural identity in a social context (Hiidenmaa et al., 2024). Furthermore, literature functions as a medium 

that connects individuals with national identity and allows readers to reflect on their position in history and broader 

culture (Granqvist, 2024; Liu et al., 2024; Strandberg & van Rijt, 2024). 

Furthermore, literary works often reflect the dynamics of nationalism that develop in society. Literature reveals how 

a nation builds and maintains its identity amidst social and political changes. Over time, literature records history and 

plays a role in shaping the perspectives of future generations on identity and nationalism (Dey & Tripathi, 2024; 

MacLeod et al., 2018). The practice of collective writing carried out by intellectuals during the Maoist era, which 

combined various perspectives of literary works, shows how texts become a space for discussion and the formation of a 

dynamic national identity (Kindler, 2025). Thus, literature, in this context, is a mirror of culture and a tool to strengthen 

the collective consciousness of the nation's history. In addition, through literacy education, literature influences readers 

in understanding social and political values, such as studies on the use of literary texts in learning English, where 

students showed greater interest in texts that are relevant to their lives (Courret, 2024; Holland, 2007; Tevdovska, 2016). 

Thus, literature plays an important role in shaping and strengthening national and social identity in a society that 

continues to develop. 

C.  Literary Reception in Culture and Society 

Literature functions as an artistic expression and a tool that reflects and shapes social dynamics. Through narratives 

that describe a nation's history, culture, and struggles, literary works strengthen the sense of nationality and collective 

identity of their readers (Shen, 2024; Storm & Rainey, 2024; Xu, 2024). Every text the reader receives will interact with 

society's norms, beliefs, and values. This provides space for readers to reflect on the social conditions in the lives where 

they live (Appio et al., 2025; Banou, 2025; Ortega Montero, 2025; Rossi et al., 2025). This phenomenon is increasingly 

understood through collective reading practices on digital platforms such as Tumblr, where readers re-access classic 

works such as Dracula and engage in interpretive discussions that create metaleptic and emotional content (Beach, 2025; 

Jones et al., 2023; LeBlanc, 2021). Thus, literary texts are understood in historical and cultural contexts and through the 

social dynamics that develop in interactions between readers. 

In addition, the reception of literary works is greatly influenced by social changes that occur over time. Works 

accepted in a certain period are understood differently at other times due to changes in society. Readers from various 

social and cultural backgrounds bring their unique perspectives to interpreting texts so that literature becomes a medium 

that can broaden readers' social and cultural insights (Gulya & Fehérvári, 2023; Kane et al., 2022). For example, a 

literacy study in English found that readers from various groups in high school and college showed different approaches 

to reading and interpreting literary texts (Reynolds et al., 2022). This shows that literary interpretation continues to 

develop and adapt to each generation's social and educational context. Moreover, this forms a critical awareness of 

identity and social norms (Lewis & Ferretti, 2011). Along with the development of new media, the role of literature as a 

tool for forming opinions and reflection on social issues is increasingly important, as shown in research on how new 

media influences the way readers understand literary works and the social phenomena of these texts (Zhang, 2023). 

D.  Media and Technology on Literary Reception 

The development of technology and media has changed how readers receive and interpret literary works. Previously, 

a limited circle could only access literary works through printed books. However, with the advancement of digital 

media and online platforms, literary works can be quickly reached by various levels of society (Dahlberg-Dodd, 2025; 

Enciso & Krone, 2023; Magnifico & Jones, 2025; Wang et al., 2025). Today, readers not only consume texts privately 

but also interact through discussions on social media, forums, and comments that allow for the formation of a space for 

readers to exchange views and develop shared interpretations. This phenomenon is reflected in the analysis of how viral 
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literary works, such as Dracula (1897), which is read and discussed collectively on Tumblr, create a space for readers to 

engage in textual games that are not only effective but also intertextual, with many readers adding layers of irony and 

satire to their interpretations (Jones et al., 2023). This shows how social media and technology broaden and deepen how 

a wider audience receives and understands literature. 

In addition, technology allows literary works to be adapted into various media, such as films or television series, 

which affect how the original text is understood. These adaptations are often tailored to appeal to a broader audience, 

which can influence how readers respond to the original text (Calafato & Simmonds, 2022). Social media becomes an 

affinity space where readers and literary enthusiasts share experiences, enrich meaning, and enjoy literary works 

(Mrugalski, 2021; Liu et al., 2025). Research on reader participation in literary communities on platforms such as 

Facebook shows that social media creates an environment where readers consume texts and engage in social discussions 

(Juanda et al., 2024; Li et al., 2024). This concept shows the importance of technology in shaping readers' interactions 

with literature. This allows them to contextualize texts in ways that are relevant to their social and cultural experiences 

(Juanda & Azis, 2023). Over time, these developments expand the audience of literary works and deepen the 

understanding and appreciation of texts within a broader social framework. 

III.  METHODOLOGY 

A.  Research Design 

This study used a mixed-method approach combining qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a more 

comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of reader reception of Habibie & Ainun by Habibie (2010) among 

students. The quantitative approach was carried out by distributing questionnaires to measure reader perceptions of the 

novel, including understanding the story, characterization, and theme. Meanwhile, the qualitative approach was 

obtained through open student opinions. They were asked to provide reflections and interpretations of the novel. This 

study obtained a picture of students interpreting the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) and the social, cultural, and personal 

experience factors influencing the reception of literary texts through the combination of these two approaches. 

B.  Participants 

Participants in this study consisted of 145 students from various universities in Indonesia, namely Makassar State 

University, Manado State University, Republic of Indonesia Teachers Association Wiranegara University, and the 

University of Timor. These participants were selected to provide diverse views on the reception of the novel Habibie & 

Ainun (2010) that reflect the perspectives of students with different social, cultural, and educational backgrounds. By 

involving students from various universities, this study aims to obtain a broader picture of how literary texts are 

received and interpreted by the younger generation in various regions in Indonesia. This is presented in Table 1 below. 
 

TABLE 1 

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

Demographics n Percentage Cumulative 

Gender    

 Male 22 15.2% 15.2% 

 Female 123 84.8% 100.0% 

University    

 Makassar State University 48 33.1% 33.1% 

 Manado State University 42 29.0% 62.1% 

 Republic of Indonesia Teachers Association Wiranegara University 33 22.8% 84.8% 

 University of Timor 22 15.2% 100% 

 

C.  Data Collection and Instruments 

Data collection in this study was conducted using two main instruments: questionnaires and open-ended questions 

distributed through Google Forms. The questionnaire was used to collect quantitative data related to readers' 

expectations and their horizon of expectations towards the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010). This questionnaire was 

designed to assess readers' expectations regarding aspects contained in the literary reception of Jauss, such as the role of 

previous reading experience, knowledge, and values in shaping their understanding of the text. In addition, open-ended 

questions were used to collect more in-depth qualitative data. Participants provided personal opinions and reflections on 

the novel, including the horizon of expectations that influenced the interpretation of literary works. This instrument was 

distributed online through Google Forms. Participants responded effortlessly and efficiently. With the combination of 

these two instruments, this study obtained a more comprehensive picture of readers' expectations and the horizon of 

expectations that influenced the reception of the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010). 

D.  Data Analysis 

The data analysis technique of this study involved two different approaches. For the quantitative data, a descriptive 

statistics analysis described and summarized the survey results related to reader expectations and the horizon of 

expectations for the Habibie & Ainun (2010) novel. Descriptive statistics provide an overview of participant responses' 

568 JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH

© 2026 ACADEMY PUBLICATION



frequency, percentage, and distribution. The quantitative data analysis used Jamovi software. Meanwhile, qualitative 

data were analyzed using thematic analysis techniques, according to Miles et al. (2018), which consisted of three stages: 

data condensation, data presentation, and drawing conclusions or verification. The qualitative data analysis used NVivo 

software. 

IV.  RESULTS 

Reader reception emphasizes the active role of readers in shaping the meaning of literary texts through aesthetic 

experiences and initial expectations of readers when reading the text. Aesthetic experiences arise when readers are 

emotionally, imaginatively, and reflectively involved in the world built in the text by creating a unique personal 

relationship with the story. Meanwhile, the horizon of expectations is formed from cultural, social, educational, and 

previous reading backgrounds that influence how readers interpret and evaluate a work. These two aspects make every 

reading process a dynamic encounter between the text and the reader's inner world that continues to change according to 

time and context. Table 2 below presents the level of student acceptance of the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010). 
 

TABLE 2 

DATA DESCRIPTION 

Statements 

Strongly 

Agree 

(%) 

Agree 

(%) 

Neutral 

(%) 

Disagree 

(%) 

Strongly 

Disagree 

(%) 

Mean SD 

Cumulative 

Agreement 

Percentage 

(%) 

I already had certain 

expectations before reading 

the novel Habibie & Ainun 

(2010). 

43 (29.7) 41 (28.3) 35 (24.1) 10 (6.9) 16 (11.0) 3.59 1.283 58.0 

I found the characters in 

Habibie & Ainun (2010) 

relatable to my life. 

24 (16.6) 35 (24.1) 47 (32.4) 23 (15.9) 16 (11.0) 3.19 1.215 40,7 

The setting and time context 

in the novel influenced my 

understanding of the story. 

51 (35.2) 48 (33.1) 31 (21.4) 6 (4.1) 9 (6.2) 3.87 1.132 68.3 

The language used in the 

novel Habibie & Ainun 

(2010) is easy for me to 

understand. 

56 (38.6) 55 (37.9) 26 (17.9) 4 (2.8) 4 (2.8) 4.07 0.962 76.5 

I felt emotionally connected 

to the main character in the 

novel. 

51 (35.2) 42 (29.0) 35 (24.1) 10 (6.9) 7 (4.8) 3.83 1.132 64.2 

The message conveyed in the 

novel gave me a new impact 

or thought. 

65 (44.8) 47 (32.4) 17 (11.7) 8 (5.5) 8 (5.5) 4.05 1.135 77.2 

I can identify the main 

themes in the novel Habibie 

& Ainun (2010). 

35 (24.1) 47 (32.4) 47 (32.4) 9 (6.2) 7 (4.8) 3.65 1.064 56.5 

I discuss the contents of the 

novel with friends or 

lecturers to gain a deeper 

understanding. 

44 (30.3) 42 (29.0) 30 (20.7) 18 (12.4) 11 (7.6) 3.62 1.248 59.3 

I found my experience 

reading the novel Habibie & 

Ainun (2010) valuable. 

70 (48.3) 47 (32.4) 16 (11.0) 5 (3.4) 7 (4.8) 4.16 1.072 80.7 

I am interested in reading 

other works similar to the 

novel Habibie & Ainun 

(2010). 

56 (38.6) 50 (34.5) 19 (13.1) 13 (9.0) 7 (4.8) 3.93 1.147 73.1 

 

Table 2 shows that most students already had a horizon of expectations before reading the novel Habibie & Ainun 

(2010). This can be seen from the accumulated percentage of agreement of 58.0%. This data reflects an initial 

framework of thinking formed by their personal and social background and knowledge of the figures of Habibie and 

Ainun in real life. These expectations function as interpretive lenses that shape how they understand and respond to the 

narrative flow of the novel. 

Personal relationships with the characters in the novel are classified as moderate, with only 40.7% of respondents 

agreeing firmly or strongly. This figure shows an emotional distance between the reader and the characters in the novel. 

This is caused by differences in life experiences, generations, or perceived social contexts. The high percentage of 

neutral (32.4%) indicates ambiguity in connectedness, which indicates that the characters do not fully represent the 

students' daily world. 

The contribution of the setting and time context to understanding the story received a fairly strong positive response, 

with 68.3% of students agreeing or strongly agreeing. This shows that the novel's historical and socio-political settings 
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can frame the reading experience as a whole. As readers, students mapped the novel's events into the Indonesian 

historical landscape so that there was an in-depth understanding of the narrative and character dynamics. 

The linguistic aspect received the most positive response, with 76.5% of students stating that the language in the 

novel was easy to understand. This high level of understanding of language confirms that the narrative style used by the 

author is communicative and familiar and does not hinder the interpretation process. This ease encourages a smooth 

reading flow and strengthens the meaning of the narrative content. 

Emotional involvement in the main character is quite prominent, with 64.2% of students stating they are emotionally 

connected. This shows the success of the narrative in creating an affective bond, especially through the conflict, 

struggle, and dynamics of the relationship between Habibie and Ainun. Emotional resonance is an important part of the 

aesthetic experience that enriches the personal meaning of the reader. 

Most respondents (77.2%) considered the moral message or main idea in the novel impactful. This perception shows 

that the novel has succeeded in triggering new reflections or shaping the perspective of students as readers on the values 

of life, love, dedication, and nationalism. The transmission of values through narratives is an important instrument in 

shaping young readers' perceptions of the intellectual and emotional heritage conveyed by the author. 

The central theme is identified in the moderate category, with an accumulated agreement of 56.5%. Most students 

recognize central ideas such as love, sacrifice, and struggle, although a significant proportion are neutral. This indicates 

a need to strengthen literary literacy skills or thematic discussions to clarify the ideological and structural content of the 

novel. 

Additionally, 59.3% of respondents carried out post-reading discussion activities. The high intellectual interaction 

after reading indicates that the novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) can trigger dialogue, both in academic and informal 

realms. This discussion broadens the horizon of expectations and deepens the aesthetic experience while also showing 

the importance of social context in the process of meaning. 

The majority of students generally consider the reading experience positive, with 80.7% stating that reading the novel 

provides a valuable experience. This strengthens the novel's position as a literacy medium that not only provides 

entertainment but also contains reflective, educational, and inspiring elements. The high perception of reading value 

shows the link between the text and the emotional and intellectual needs of young readers. 

Interest in similar readings is also relatively high, at 73.1%. This response shows that the novel Habibie & Ainun 

(2010) has the potential as an introductory text that encourages readers to explore similar works, especially those with 

biographical, historical, or local love stories. This interest shows positive dynamics in forming broader and deeper 

reading habits while also expanding the horizons of Indonesian literary reception among students. The percentage of 

student reception is illustrated in Table 3 and Figure 1. 
 

TABLE 3 

STUDENTS’ LITERARY RECEPTION PERCENTAGE COVERAGE 

Codes & Themes 

Percentage 

Coverage 

(%) 

Aesthetic Experience 5.65 

 Emotional Resonance 14.32 

 Historical Connection 0.94 

 Identification with Characters 22.19 

 Inspirational Value 2.47 

 Literary Appreciation 13.81 

Horizon of Expectation 7.67 

 Authorial Persona Expectation 5.40 

 Emotional Expectation 7.04 

 Genre-Based Expectation 5.65 

 Sociocultural Expectation 14.32 
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Figure 1. Various Dimensions in Student Readers' Reception of the Novel Habibie & Ainun (2010) 

 

Table 3 and Figure 1 show that the Inspirational Value dimension in the Aesthetic Experience category occupies the 

highest percentage coverage of 22.19%. This proportion shows that students responded strongly to the novel Habibie & 

Ainun (2010) regarding exemplary values and life motivation in the narrative. The presence of a love story combined 

with the scientific dedication and struggle of the main character forms an aesthetic experience that encourages readers 

to reflect on their ideals, loyalty, and contributions to society. This response indicates the success of the text in touching 

on the inspirational dimension relevant to the younger generation in a contemporary context. The Historical Connection 

and Authorial Persona Expectation aspects each obtained coverage of 14.32% and 13.81%. This indicates that readers 

pay attention to the historical background and the author's public figure. The presence of Habibie, a former president of 

the Republic of Indonesia and a renowned scientist in aircraft manufacturing who served in Germany, has formed a 

reading horizon full of expectations of moral and intellectual authority. Students read the text not only as narrative 

fiction but also as a biographical representation that has a strong connection to national history and real figures, thereby 

strengthening the resonance of the context and the credibility of the figure in the student's imagination. 

Meanwhile, Identification with Characters occupies the lowest percentage, which is 0.94%, indicating limitations in 

students' connection with the characters in the novel. This phenomenon suggests differences between readers and 

characters in life experience background, social status, and value orientation. Although readers emotionally and 

intellectually absorb the message and context of the story, direct psychological closeness to the characters is not 

dominant. Instead, readers emphasize aspects of values, history, and inspirational roles in shaping the meaning of the 

reading rather than the connection of personal identity with the characters. This description is summarized in detail in 

Figure 2. 
 

Emotional 

Resonance

Historical 

Connection

Identification 

with 

Characters

Inspirational 

Value

Literary 

Appreciation

Authorial 

Persona 

Expectation

Emotional 

Expectation

Genre-Based 

Expectation

Sociocultural 

Expectation

Emotional 

Resonance
1.000

Historical 

Connection
0.778 1.000

Identification 

with 

Characters

0.549 0.580 1.000

Inspirational 

Value
0.846 0.860 0.621 1.000

Literary 

Appreciation
0.752 0.640 0.430 0.626 1.000

Authorial 

Persona 

Expectation

0.681 0.803 0.569 0.795 0.589 1.000

Emotional 

Expectation
0.776 0.774 0.574 0.859 0.626 0.870 1.000

Genre-Based 

Expectation
0.765 0.761 0.488 0.831 0.613 0.768 0.786 1.000

Sociocultural 

Expectation
0.686 0.682 0.425 0.706 0.597 0.671 0.681 0.629 1.000

 
Figure 2. Correlation Matrix Based-on Similarity Word 
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Habibie & Ainun (2010) is based on word similarity (similarity-based coding). The highest correlation was recorded 

between Emotional Expectation and Authorial Persona Expectation (0.870), indicating that students build strong 

emotional expectations when the narrative is associated with an authorial figure or a real person. Affective expectations 

for the story emerge along with their perception of Habibie's character and reputation as a respected national figure. 

This makes the author's persona dimension the starting point for reading with emotional and personal nuances. 

Inspirational value shows a strong relationship with several other dimensions, especially Historical Connection (0.860), 

Emotional Expectation (0.859), and Emotional Resonance (0.846). The inspirational value captured from the novel does 

not stand alone but grows from a combination of historical context, emotional involvement, and the reader's inner 

expectations. The life story of Habibie and Ainun, which is set in struggle and love, produces a deep resonance that 

forms reflective value. Students find life role models through narratives closely related to the nation's reality and 

personal life, which strengthens their aesthetic experience. 

Furthermore, the Genre-Based Expectation dimension also significantly correlates with Emotional Expectation 

(0.786), Authorial Persona (0.768), and Emotional Resonance (0.765). The biographical-romantic genre typical of this 

novel creates expectations regarding the plot, emotions, and storytelling style. Students seem to adjust their perceptions 

of the story content based on the characteristics of the genre, which stimulates emotional involvement and fosters trust 

in the narrator or main character as a representation of life values. 

In contrast, Identification with Characters has the weakest correlation with several categories, especially 

Sociocultural Expectation (0.425) and Literary Appreciation (0.430). This shows that although students can appreciate 

the structure and messages in the novel, they still feel a distance between themselves and the characters in the story. 

Factors of generational differences, social background, and life experiences cause relationships with characters not to be 

built strongly. Thus, reader involvement tends more towards affection towards values and history rather than projecting 

identity onto characters. 

V.  DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study indicate that readers’ reception of Habibie & Ainun (2010) is influenced by personal 

experiences, historical context, and generational differences, which is in line with findings in previous studies that 

suggest that readers interact with literary works through “narrative transportation.” This increases positive evaluations 

of the story and strengthens their emotional connection to the text. As Soto-Sanfiel et al. (2025) explain, this immersive 

reading experience influences readers’ desire to share the text with others, similar to how readers of the novel Habibie 

and Ainun are engaged with universal and emotional themes despite their different generational backgrounds. 

Furthermore, this finding is related to Musachio’s (2025) study, which suggests that literary works reflect cultural and 

social values and broaden readers’ understanding of the broader historical context, such as the novel’s narrative that 

connects readers to Indonesian history through resonant personal stories. Each reader brings a unique perspective 

influenced by their “horizon of expectations,” an understanding formed from their experiences and values (Alblooshi & 

Alasfour, 2025; Hjellbrekke et al., 2025). Therefore, how readers respond to literary works depends on their social 

backgrounds, which differ from generation to generation. Over time, social and cultural changes can evolve readers’ 

expectations and understanding of work (Kuld et al., 2025; Musachio, 2025; Soto-Sanfiel et al., 2025). 

The findings of this study on the importance of socio-political context and ease of language comprehension in 

readers’ acceptance of Habibie & Ainun (2010) align with previous research showing how technology and analytical 

visualizations such as EmotionLens can deepen readers’ understanding of literary texts. In this context, the ease of 

language used in the novel allows accessibility for learners with low literary skills, similar to how technology allows 

readers to access and understand literary works through digital platforms more easily (Wang et al., 2025). Furthermore, 

the findings on young readers’ limited identification with the characters in the novel can be linked to the data-driven 

approach discussed by Magnifico and Jones (2025), who highlight how readers’ interactions with more informal texts, 

such as fandom communities, introduce new ways of interacting with texts and change the way readers appreciate 

literary works that influence their understanding of characters and themes. Characters in literary texts often symbolize a 

society’s collective journey, reflecting the challenges faced and values upheld by the nation (Lewin, 2005; Pattee, 2024; 

Tosi et al., 2024). For example, an analysis of reading culture in Finland found that readers who identify as part of a 

book-reading community show equality in how they appreciate literature that reflects the dynamics of cultural identity 

in their social context (Hiidenmaa et al., 2024, p. 1). Literature, in this case, serves as a medium that connects 

individuals to their national identity, allowing readers to reflect on their position in history and broader culture 

(Granqvist, 2024; Liu et al., 2024; Strandberg & van Rijt, 2024). 

VI.  CONCLUSION 

This study reveals the dynamics of students' reception as readers of the Habibie & Ainun (2010) novel using Hans 

Robert Jauss' reception theory approach. The main findings of this study indicate that readers' interpretations of the 

novel are influenced by various factors, including social background, life experiences, and expectations brought by 

readers before reading the text. Most readers have a previously formed horizon of expectations, especially related to the 

figures of Habibie and Ainun, who are respected Indonesian national figures. These expectations influence how they 
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interpret the novel's story and characters. Although the storyline involves significant emotional involvement (especially 

in terms of struggle and love), the relationship between readers and the main characters tends to be moderate. This 

shows the distance between readers and the characters depicted due to generational differences and social experience. 

The contribution of the historical and socio-political context in the novel has proven to be significant in shaping the 

understanding of readers who see the story within the broader framework of Indonesian history. In addition to offering 

entertainment, Habibie & Ainun (2010) features educational elements that enhance readers' interpretations of the themes 

of life, dedication, and nationalism. The majority of readers also recognize its moral lessons and inspirational qualities. 

Furthermore, the easy-to-understand language aspect makes this novel accessible to young readers. They are more 

easily engaged with the text both emotionally and intellectually. Post-reading discussion activities show that the novel 

sparks dialogue between readers, both in academic and informal contexts, enriching the reading experience for students. 

The Habibie and Ainun novel successfully builds a strong connection between readers and the story through various 

dimensions, from inspirational values and emotional relationships to the influence of historical and social contexts. This 

study not only enriches the understanding of how readers from various social and cultural backgrounds receive literary 

texts but also provides insight into how literature and biographical novels shape society's collective perceptions and 

awareness of history and national identity. 

This study has several limitations; namely, the focus of the study is more on young readers who do not directly 

experience the historical context depicted in the novel, so the understanding of the historical and social values in this 

novel may be different if it involves readers from the older generation. The influence of film adaptation on the reception 

of the novel has not been explored in depth, even though the film influences the way readers interpret the story. 

Although this study identifies the emotional connection of readers to the characters, subjective emotional measurements 

that depend on individual perceptions limit understanding of the emotional impact of the novel. 

This study contributes significantly to examining the role of literature in shaping critical literacy and historical 

awareness, as well as its relevance in Indonesia's social and cultural context, as the development of technology and 

digital platforms increasingly influences how we interact with literature. Future research can expand the focus on the 

long-term impact of biographical literature in shaping readers' cultural identities and building historical awareness by 

involving variations in literary genres and the interrelationships between literary works with similar themes. Mixed 

methods can provide a more holistic picture, combining quantitative and qualitative data to enrich the understanding of 

the dynamics of literary reception in the ever-evolving digital era. 
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